National Taiwan University

History

Visit Information

Direction : Enter from the main entrance of the NTU Main Campus,
about 150 meters to the left of Royal Palm Boulevard
Opening Hours : Tuesday to Saturday 09:00-17:00

(closed on national holidays)
Phone : 886-2-33663818
E-mail : historygallery@ntu.edu.tw
Address : No. 1, Sec. 4, Roosevelt Rd., Taipei, 106319 Taiwan, R.0.C.
Official Webpage : historygallery.ntu.edu.tw

Facebook : www.facebook.com/NTU.Musms.HistGall
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The Founding of
NTU History Gallery

The predecessor of National Taiwan
University is Taihoku Imperial University,
which was established on 17 March
1928 under Japanese rule as the first
and only university in Taiwan at the
time. After World War Il, Dr. Tsung-Lo
Lo was appointed by the Ministry
of Education to represent Chinese
Nationalist Government in taking over
the University on 15 November 1945,
which was later renamed to “National
Taiwan University” (NTU). Yet not until
November 1998 did the University begin
exhibiting brief history of the institution
at a corner of the newly built Main
Library. In May 2004, the University
President Dr. Wei-Jao Chen believed
that the history of NTU would reflect the
development of Taiwanese society and
hence called to expand the display
corner into the History Gallery in the
form of a museum.

The permanent exhibition of the NTU
History Gallery is housed in the central
reading room on the second floor of the
Old Main Library which was built in 1929
and has undergone five phases of
expansion. When current University
Main Library was established in summer
1998, the building was then in use by
NTU College of Liberal Arts and was
listed as a historical site by the Taipei
City Government. The central reading
room on the second floor transformed
into the “Theatre of History” for internship
purpose for the Department of Drama
and Theater.

Since May 2004 for one year, the Old
Main Library underwent a series of
intensive preparation for re-launch. The
Office of General Affairs was responsible
for restoration of the building and its
mechanical and electrical equipment.
The Library designed and planned the
History Gallery exhibition, while the
NTU Press edited and published The
Scripts of NTU History. The University
President Dr. Wei-Jao Chen unveiled the
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building on 22 June 2005, marking the
beginning of a new chapter for the
central reading room on the second
floor of the Old Main Library. The
successorto Dr. Chen, President Si-Chen
Lee, instructed the History Gallery to be
operated by the University Library in
early October, and with its grand
opening on 7 November 2005, it began
to provide guided tours for the
University communities and the public.

In spring 2007, Dr. Hwa-Lin Lee, an NTU
US-based graduate of the Department
of Pharmacy, donated through his
Chuan Lyu Foundation for the History
Gallery to build a special exhibition hall
on the second floor in the east-wing of
the Gallery’s rear building. To show
appreciation for Dr. Lee’s kindness, the
University named the new exhibition
hall “Chuan Lyu Exhibition Hall”, which
opened later on 15 November 2007,
on the day of the University’s 79th
Anniversary. “NTU Museums Special
Exhibition” was the first exhibition held
in Chuan Lyu Exhibition Hall.

a. University Spirit
b.Chronology
c. University Symbols

g.Campus Life
h.Criticism and Reflection
i.Evolution of University Campus

d. Academic Achievements j-Life Maps of NTU Campus
e.The Many Sides of NTU
f.Services to Society

k.0Old Main Library Revisited

The permanent exhibition area of the
History Gallery is about 750 square
meters, while the “Chuan Lyu Exhibition
Hall” is about 300 square meters (with
usable area about 15x15 square meters
in size). The History Gallery is not only
responsible for the display, maintenance
and guided tours of its permanent and
special exhibitions, it also collects
artifacts and memorabilia to preserve
the assets of NTU’s history, tangible and
intangible, in multiple aspects, in addition
to the complete public documents stored
in the University Library and the General
Affairs Office archives.
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